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fires are frequently responsible for the presence of grasslands in
temperate areas.

Deserts. Areas which have a very slight rainfall and are covered
by a scanty growth of scattered plants are known as deserts (Figs.
84,276). The largest area stretches across Africa into southeastern
Asia. In Africa it is called the Sahara Desert, and in Asia it is

FIG. 274. Bush land in Australia in a region with an annual rainfall of ten to
thirty inches
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called the Arabian Desert. The next largest area includes most of
central Asia. Large desert areas occur in central Australia and hi
Mexico and the western part of the United States, while small
areas are found in southwestern Africa and South America.
Deserts are characterized by an open growth of comparatively
small plants many of which are thorny (Figs. 84, 277). Plants of
desert regions are adapted in various ways to withstand adverse
conditions. Some, particularly shrubs and shrubby trees, have
long roots that reach down to subterranean water. The cacti have
roots that spread near the surface of the soil; when the soil is